Increased Rigor is Paying Off at Elmwood Park HS

The school initiative to increase academic rigor is having a significant impact on many students at EPHS.   As part of the graduation requirements students are required to take four years of English and three years of math, science and history.  However, most students choose to take four years in all four curricular areas.   In addition, students are encouraged by teachers and administrators to challenge themselves by taking the more rigorous advanced coursework.   As a result of their efforts, the class of 2013beat the state average in every area and scored the highest average ACT score in school history.
Composite ACT Scores
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ACT research has shown that the rigor of coursework has the greatest impact on ACT performance and college readiness.  Students who took honors English 9, 10 and 11 scored an average of a 27 on the English portion of the ACT.  Those students who completed Core Plus Math I, II,III, and IV scored an average of 29 on the math portion and students taking honors biology, chemistry and physics scored an average of 24 on the science portion. 

ACT Composite Scores of Honors Students
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In addition to the wonderful ACT scores, EPHS also surpassed the state’s meet and exceeds average in every area of the PSAE assessment in 2012.

Percent of Students Meeting or Exceeding on PSAE
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Another area that has seen a significant increase is in the number of students taking Advanced Placement (AP) coursework.   For the 2012-2013 school year over 25% of all students will be taking at least one AP course, again a school record.
Advance Placement participation
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